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Rifles by the name in official documentation. Not long after their return
from Winnipeg, the nickname was officially recognized, and the rampant devil
and motto, Hosti Acie Nominati — Named by the Enemy — was born, and has been
a source of pride and bragging rights since.

d % The Boer conflict in South Africa in 1899 found support from
the Nlnetleth in the form of five hundred men, and later an additional two
hundred and fifty, serving King and Country as a company of the Royal
Canadian Regiment, earning the Regiment to being bestowed its fourth Battle
Honour, South Africa, 1899-1900. The year 1899 also found the Regiment
honoured with the appointment of its first Honorary Colonel, His Excellency,
The Right Honourable Sir Gilbert John Elliot-Murray-Kynynmound, 4th Earl of
Minto, KG, GCSI, GCMG, PC, whom had served as chief-of-staff to General
Middleton during the Northwest Rebellion, and thus he was well-known by the
men and officers of the Ninetieth. In June of the same year “Pork, Beans and
Hard Tack”[] was officially authorized as the Regimental March, based on the
popular song of the time “0ld Solomon Levi”[]. Sung on the arduous 325 mile
march in the April snow from Qu’Appelle, with little shelter and little more
to eat than pork, beans and hard tack (a hard, non-perishable bread), the men
made up the words as they went along, a tradition carried onto this day with
many songs adapted to army life over the years. Major Buchan is credited with
formalizing and creating the verses for “Pork, Beans and Hard Tack”[], the
chorus of which is sung with great gusto by soldiers of the Regiment

Pork, beans and hard tack, tra, la, la, la, la, la, la

Poor hungry soldiers, tra la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la
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When the First World War erupted, the 90th Regiment “Winnipeg Rifles” (as we
were known by then) answered the call, forming the 8th Canadian Battalion,
90th Winnipeg Rifles, Canadian Expeditionary Force, further forming the 2nd
Battalion, 90th Overseas Battalions, the 190th and the 203rd, as well as
providing companies to other battalions. The Royal Winnipeg Rifles provided
equally strong support to the Second World War, was part of the Canadian
force landing on Juno Beach and provided significant contributions to the
liberation of France and Flanders, Holland and Belgium, culminating in the
war-ending battles across the Rhine.

Between the World Wars, the Regiment busied itself at home with training and
major celebrations: in 1933, the Regiment, now known simply as The Winnipeg
Rifles celebrated it’s 50th year, with displays from major episodes in the
Regiment’s history — the organization and training at it’s inception; the
First Call to Arms and service in South Africa; the coronation of King George






